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INTRODUCTION 

Infection prevention in the ambulatory surgery center (ASC) is an important safety and quality 

function. Some comprehensive evidence-based guidelines for prevention practices exist, 

especially for prevention of surgical site infections and for sterilization and disinfection. 

However, there is limited research relating to some other aspects of infection prevention specific 

to this setting, e.g. isolation precautions. Therefore, we must apply general principles of infection 

prevention and adapt them to this environment. You will find some adaptations of those 

principles in this manual. 

The infection preventionist in an ASC is confronted with unique opportunities to identify, 

prevent, and control infections in a setting where interaction may be brief and follow-up by the 

ASC may be infrequent and limited. The level of care provided in the ASC may range from a 

minor procedure to fairly extensive surgical procedures. Yet, in general, the overall risk of 

healthcare associated infections (HAIs) is lower in ASCs than in hospitals.  No matter what 

challenges present themselves, the ASC infection preventionist’s goal is to provide a climate in 

which the risk of infection is minimized and infections, when they occur are identified. 

The purpose of this manual is to provide guidance in the development, oversight, and continuous 

evaluation of an infection prevention program for ASCs. All of the policies in this manual may 

not be applicable to your specific ASC, therefore customization of the policies is imperative for 

addressing the unique characteristics of your patient population. You are encouraged to use the 

CD-Rom that is provided with this manual to make the policies exactly what you need them to be 

to provide the highest level of care and infection prevention for your patient population. 

This manual has been written to reflect the current national standards of practice and national 

guidelines for infection prevention.  These guidelines and standards change frequently as new 

research is done and new information becomes available.  Please follow these changes and 

update your policies as needed.  Some web sites that are very helpful in providing the most 

current information include: 

� Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC) - www.aaahc.org 

� American Institute of Architects (AIA) - www.aia.org/ 

� Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation (AAMI) - aami.org/ 

� Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) - www.aorn.org/ 

� Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) – 

www.apic.org 

� Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – www.cdc.gov 

� The Joint Commission (TJC) - www.jointcommission.org/ 

� Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) - www.ihi.org/ihi 

� Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report – www.cdc.gov/mmwr 

� Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America – www.shea-online.org 

� You may also sign up for rapid notification of issues relating to infection prevention at 

www2a.cdc.gov/ncidod/hip/rns/hip_rns_subscribe.html  
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The manual includes updated references and we encourage you to access these references and 

become familiar with them. 

To use the manual to the best advantage, please consider: 

• The Infection Preventionist (IP) should carefully review the contents of the manual, 

determine if the policies and procedures are feasible and applicable to your ASC, and if 

so, implement them and monitor for compliance.  If they are not feasible/applicable for 

the ASC, he/she can adapt them to make them more pertinent. 

• The Infection Prevention Committee should meet on a regular basis and as a part of the 

agenda, review and revise Infection Prevention policies and procedures. 

• Please review local, state, and federal requirements as well as Joint Commission and 

AAAHC standards and national guidelines in setting up your Infection Prevention 

program.  It is the user’s responsibility to assure that the policies reflect current 

regulations, guidelines, and standards of practice. 

• This manual is intended for broad national use and cannot represent state and local 

requirements. 

• This manual may not be reproduced for sale or as a gift. 

The authors wish to acknowledge the following reviewers for their contributions: 

Gwenda Felizardo, RN, BSN, CIC 

Marilyn Hanchett, RN, MA, CPHQ, CIC 

Marcia Patrick, RN, MSN, CIC 
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